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A Selection of rounds and partner songs arranged for Suzuki Violin group 

performance. Includes parts for singing as well as violin parts for several 

levels of experience.
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This is a free PDF is the Group Magic 
Series by John Krumm. You can find it at 
John’s Website, ww.johnkrumm.com. Feel 
free to pass it around. For educational 
purposes only.
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Introduction

As an elementary school music and dance teacher for many years, I often, with more or less success 
tried to incorporate the home and music lesson music experiences of my students into my classes.

In 2005 my son Tom began taking violin lessons with Chris Brennan-Hagy, a dynamic Suzuki 
teacher. I attended her group lessons and began to wonder if I had anything to offer the group 
which is aligned with the Suzuki philosophy. The skills of playing in sync together, of fine tuning 
harmonies by listening, and of developing group arrangements were some things I could bring to 
the table. Another value I cherish is that everyone can contribute in the creation of beautiful 
music. To that end, I created arrangements which included parts for new players as well as singing 
for all. 

The pieces are presented in shorthand notation. This requires one to arrange the various elements 
into a formal structure. This can be done with the students. Creating with musical form is an 
essential part of developing musicianship and an appreciation of longer works. You could use a 
white board to  map out an arrangement with suggestions from the players. What comes first? 
Singing or playing. What can we do do as an intro? Shall we layer parts or come in as a block. How 
do we end?

These songs can be both played and/or sung as Rounds. Harmony parts often take the form of 
Ostinati. You might try beginning by layering in these parts starting with the easiest. 

There are a few partner songs without very easy parts for newbies. They can join in the singing, or 
you can create open string parts from the Chords. When singing, have the audience take a part or 
two. The harmony parts of Now It’s Time to Go, are 2 easy 2-part instrumental rounds. The Theme 
and Variations by Vallet can be treated as a round, or give each part to a different group.

Everything is in violin range. If you are working with other instruments you may want to 
transpose some parts.

Otherwise, these are good songs for just singing with each other. Voice is our first instrument and 
a very important part in learning violin and developing a sense of community

HAVE FUN!

John
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Format Suggestion

1. 1 group sings the first song.

2. A second group sings the second song.

3. Those two groups play their songs at the same time.

4. A third group sings Twinkle in the key of D. 

5. Accompanist modulate to key of A

6. Play all three songs in the key of A 2x
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A traditional fiddler, square dance caller, composer, 
performer, and choral conductor. He taught elementary 
school music and dance for 35 years. For the last 15 years 
John has worked with Suzuki Violin Teacher, Chris 
Brennan-Hagy in group lessons as accompanist and musical 
enhancement arranger. 

Visit his Website at:

www.johnkrumm.com


