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This is a free PDF is the Group Magic 
Series by John Krumm. You can find it at 
John’s Website, ww.johnkrumm.com. Feel 
free to pass it around. For educational 
purposes only.
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Introduction

As an elementary school music and dance teacher for many years, I often, with more or less success 
tried to incorporate the home and music lesson music experiences of my students into my classes.

In 2005 my son Tom began taking violin lessons with Chris Brennan-Hagy, a dynamic Suzuki 
teacher. I attended her group lessons and began to wonder if I had anything to offer the group 
which is aligned with the Suzuki philosophy. The skills of playing together, of fine tuning 
harmonies by listening, of developing group arrangements were some things I could bring to the 
table. Another value I cherish is that everyone can contribute in the creation of beautiful music. To 
that end, I created arrangements which included parts for new players as well as singing for all. 

The pieces are presented in shorthand notation. This requires one to arrange the various elements 
into a formal structure. This can be done with the students. Creating with musical form is an 
essential part of developing musicianship and an appreciation of longer works. You could use a 
white board to  map out an arrangement with suggestions from the players. What comes first? 
Singing or playing. What can we do do as an intro? Shall we layer parts or come in as a block. How 
do we end?

The harmonies are all in violin range. If you are working with other instruments you may want to 
transpose some parts.

Otherwise, these are good songs for just singing with each other. Voice is our first instrument and 
a very important part in learning violin and developing a sense of community
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Sakura is in the Japanese “In” scale. 

The In Scale Formula: 1, b2, 4, 5, b6. In this case, the scale is E, F, A, B, C.

This is a popular scale for the Koto. 

I arranged the accompaniment using the In scale along with pizzicato for 
the first two harmony parts to imitate the plucking of the Koto. I left part 
3 legato in case that was more accessible for less experienced players.
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