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A Selection of Japanese Songs armngled for Suzuki Violin group performance.
Includes parts for singing as well ds violin parts for several levels of
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INTRODUCTION

As an elementary school music and dance teacher for many years, [ often, with more or less success
tried to incorporate the home and music lesson music experiences of my students into my classes.

In 2005 my son Tom began taking violin lessons with Chris Brennan-Hagy, a dynamic Suzuki
teacher. I attended her group lessons and began to wonder if I had anything to offer the group
which is aligned with the Suzuki philosophy. The skills of playing together, of fine tuning
harmonies by listening, of developing group arrangements were some things I could bring to the
table. Another value I cherish is that everyone can contribute in the creation of beautiful music. To
that end, I created arrangements which included parts for new players as well as singing for all.

The pieces are presented in shorthand notation. This requires one to arrange the various elements
into a formal structure. This can be done with the students. Creating with musical form is an
essential part of developing musicianship and an appreciation of longer works. You could use a
white board to map out an arrangement with suggestions from the players. What comes first?
Singing or playing. What can we do do as an intro? Shall we layer parts or come in as a block. How
do we end?

The harmonies are all in violin range. If you are working with other instruments you may want to
transpose some parts.

Otherwise, these are good songs for just singing with each other. Voice is our first instrument and
a very important part in learning violin and developing a sense of community
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SUZUME NO (JAKO

3-part round at *

Traditional Japanese
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Su-sumeno ga-ko no sen-sei wa. Mu-chi o fu-ri fu -ri chi pa pa.
Teach-er of the spar row schoolleads the song Taps his bat-on as they sing chi pa pa
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Spar-row stud-ents cir-cle round and pay him no heed.

They make quite a rack-et with their
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chi pa pa, ma-da ma -da i-ke-na -1i chipa pa mo - i- chi-do is-sho ni
chi pa pa O-pen mouths so wide to sing their chi pa pa. Once more all to-geth-er a
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ARRANGEMENT
Sing 1x in Japanese and repeat in English.
Begin again as a 3-part round at *..

(Don't play piano intro and outro during round.)

Play piano outro again after all groups finish singing.



NAFRU NO [JTA

Der Froschgesang

Trad Japanese Trad German
4-part round at *
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Ka-er - u no u - ta ga Ki -ko - e - te
Frog-gie sings out strong and clear. Get - ting loud as
pizz.
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we draw near.
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Gwa, gwa, gwa, gwa, Ge-ro, ge-ro, ge-ro, ge-ro gwa, gwa, gwa
Croak, croak, croak, croak Rib- bit, rib- bit, rib-bit, rib-bit, croak, croak, croak
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Trad. Japanese Lullaby
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There where the moon awakes,

the sun will go to sleep
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tsu - ki ga no-bo -ru - shi, hi ga shi - zi - mu
yu - re - te do-ko ma - de tsu-zu ku ya - ra
it - te mi - ta-i-ni yo - so__ no ku - ni
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BEILVVE KEWNVG Grand is the mighty sea, majestic and deep

Grand are the mighty waves, the water so blue

I wonder where the sea and all the waves go to

Many the tiny ships that sail on the the sea

Someday to foreign lands those ships will carry me
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Traditional Japanese
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Ka - go-me ka- go - me ka - go no na-ka no to -ri__ wa
‘Round the cage the wild birds_ play. When will the lit-tle bird fly a - way?
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In the time be - fore the__ dawn, Crane and tur - tle have___  gone.
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tsu - ru-to ka-me to su - bet - ta. U-shi - ro no shou-men da - a - re?

Who's that be- hind_ you? Can you_ tell?

If you guess their name you can leave as well.
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The Game:

FORMATION: Single circle of "free birds" flying clockwise in a circle around a

‘caged bird whi is kneeling in the center hiding her eyes.
STEP: Walking to the beat.

Measures 1 to 8: "Free birds" fly around and all sing the song.

Measure 9: "Free birds" stop and face the center and all sing the remainder of the song.

1 free bird is chosen by leader (or the child who is behind the caged bird)

to say, "Kagome, Kagome"

"Caged bird" guesses who the speaker is.

Speaker goes to the center, and the "caged bird" tlies out to be with the "free birds."

Game begins again.
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Harmony 1

Harmony 2

Harmony 3

Traditional Japanese
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Arr. by John Krumm
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Sa - ku - ra, Ya - yo-i-z0 So-ra_ wa, Mi - wa - ta - su ka - gi - 1i
cher - ry flow'rs  blos-sum un-der pur-ple_sky. eye can_ see
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Is it mist are they__clouds? Mag - ic bloom - ing grant - ly.
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Mel.

Har. 1

Har.2

Har. 3
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Come Come now, come! We shall see them ‘'fore_ they leave.
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Sakura is in the Japanese “In” scale.

The In Scale Formula: 1, b2, 4, 5, bé6. In this case, the scaleis E, F, A, B, C.

This is a popular scale for the Koto.

[ arranged the accompaniment using the In scale along with pizzicato for
the first two harmony parts to imitate the plucking of the Koto. I left part
3 legato in case that was more accessible for less experienced players.

13




T
A traditional fiddler, square dance caller, composer,
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John has worked with Suzuki Violin Teacher, Chris
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enhancement arranger.
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